
Cognin, May 2016

Winter was warm and slow to come here in the Alps. But as spring is settling down, the snow came back on 
the 1st of  May and the mountains surrounding us are white again. But the sun has started warming the 
ground and it will quickly melt. With the return of  spring, people are coming out of  hibernation. They spend
more time outside, and there are more opportunities to share the gospel. Pray that we will always be prepared to 
make a defence to anyone who asks us for a reason for the hope that is in us.

Evangelism

On the Evangelism front, Emmanuel is going to the local Saturday market regularly with whoever wants to 
join him. It is a popular, busy market in the centre of  Chambéry. We are not allowed to have a stand, but we 
can freely distribute literature. We are not the only ones to do this, and have to compete with various political 
groups, charities, and the Jehovah's Witnesses. But in spite of  the competition, we have had fruitful 
conversations. On the first outing, a protestant man talked with Emmanuel for a long time and turned up in 
church the next day. The following visit on the market, Emmanuel and the others had good conversations 
with several people, including a Roman Catholic and an atheist. Pray for boldness, but also for more volunteers to join
him on this outreach.

We are also organising the projection of   “Most-- the Bridge”, a short movie about a father having to choose 
between the life of  his son and the lives of  undeserving travellers on a train. We did it in Guingamp and it 
leads naturally to the gospel. The projection will be on Friday 10th June, in the church. Pray that people from 
Cognin will come to this event. As a church, we need to have a deeper impact on the local community. If  this 
works, we may organise another projection later in the year in a rented room rather than the church.

We have many contacts. Pray for us as we take time to build these relationships up and show God's love. Pray 
that we will be focused on the gospel and show love. Pray for Samantha and François our neighbours. 
Samantha is English. She went to a ladies meeting with Esther a few weeks ago. François is French and was 
brought up a Roman Catholic. He has come to church several times. He has also read several books 
Emmanuel has lent him. Pray for the group of  mums Esther spends time with. Some of  them are involved in 
the Roman Catholic church, others are atheists or agnostics. Pray for the various people we have mentioned 
in the past. Pray for conversations, but also for conversions.

Church

On the church front, there have been several new arrivals recently. It is nice to see the church full but most of
these new comers have come from other churches in the area, which is not so nice. Only David and Magali 
have recently started coming and are not from the area. They came from Paris last summer and decided to 
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settle in our church after spending time looking at the other churches. Pray for them as they have serious 
problems with their older daughter from Magali's previous marriage. Christian and Geraldine are still 
coming most weeks. Some key doctrinal issues have recently been discussed in Bible study, and this has been 
unsettling for them. But they are still coming. Pray that it will lead them to study the Word and that they will 
come to a better understanding of  Scripture. They are from the International church of  Christ which teaches
that we are saved at baptism and that we can lose salvation.

Both Emmanuel and Esther have more responsibilities. Esther organises the rota for the creche, and has been
asked to play the piano. Emmanuel is preaching regularly and a member of  the Evangelism committee. He is
also leading services and has led some of  the Tuesday evening Bible study with others. More opportunities 
may raise in the coming months, thank you for your prayers. The pastor of  the church in Bourgneuf  is back 
but the church has said they'd like us to continue and visit. Emmanuel preached there in March. 

We have a church weekend on 14th-15th May, but not many are coming. Our speaker will come from 
Grenoble and will give an overview of  the Bible's main theme. Pray for good fellowship.

Teaching

In September, Emmanuel will go back to the Belgian Bible Institute to teach a course on Ecclesiology to the 
full time students. He still has lot of  reading and preparation to do. He has also been asked to preach a series 
of  sermons on Titus in the weekly service and to film a series of  short meditations on the same book for the 
Institute's website.

Finally, Evangile 21, the French branch of  the Gospel Coalition is taking place in Geneva at the end of  May 
with John Piper, Don Carson and Kevin DeYoung. Emmanuel will be attending. In March, Emmanuel 
attended the Colloque Biblique Francophone. One of  the main speakers was Iain Hamilton from Cambridge
and Emmanuel was asked at the last minute to translate his two sermons. It was hard work but hopefully 
people were able to benefit from the preaching.

Family

The family is fine. Clémence is two since the 1st of  May. She is growing quickly. Benjamin is still enjoying 
school. Maxime is doing well in school also. Jean-Baptiste is finishing primary school this year. He will be in 
High School in September, still in Cognin, a walking distance from the flat. It is the same school Emmanuel 
attended almost 30 years ago.

God willing, we plan to be in the UK in August for about 2 ½ weeks for a holiday. We hope to be at the 
Welsh Conference of  the Evangelical Movement of  Wales.

Emmanuel, Esther, Jean-Baptiste, Maxime, Benjamin and Clémence.
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